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War Before Civilization Jul 25 2022 The myth of the peace-loving "noble savage" is persistent and pernicious.
Indeed, for the last fifty years, most popular and scholarly works have agreed that prehistoric warfare was
rare, harmless, unimportant, and, like smallpox, a disease of civilized societies alone. Prehistoric warfare,
according to this view, was little more than a ritualized game, where casualties were limited and the effects of
aggression relatively mild. Lawrence Keeley's groundbreaking War Before Civilization offers a devastating
rebuttal to such comfortable myths and debunks the notion that warfare was introduced to primitive societies
through contact with civilization (an idea he denounces as "the pacification of the past"). Building on much
fascinating archeological and historical research and offering an astute comparison of warfare in civilized and
prehistoric societies, from modern European states to the Plains Indians of North America, War Before
Civilization convincingly demonstrates that prehistoric warfare was in fact more deadly, more frequent, and
more ruthless than modern war. To support this point, Keeley provides a wide-ranging look at warfare and
brutality in the prehistoric world. He reveals, for instance, that prehistorical tactics favoring raids and
ambushes, as opposed to formal battles, often yielded a high death-rate; that adult males falling into the
hands of their enemies were almost universally killed; and that surprise raids seldom spared even women and
children. Keeley cites evidence of ancient massacres in many areas of the world, including the discovery in
South Dakota of a prehistoric mass grave containing the remains of over 500 scalped and mutilated men,
women, and children (a slaughter that took place a century and a half before the arrival of Columbus). In
addition, Keeley surveys the prevalence of looting, destruction, and trophy-taking in all kinds of warfare and
again finds little moral distinction between ancient warriors and civilized armies. Finally, and perhaps most
controversially, he examines the evidence of cannibalism among some preliterate peoples. Keeley is a
seasoned writer and his book is packed with vivid, eye-opening details (for instance, that the homicide rate of
prehistoric Illinois villagers may have exceeded that of the modern United States by some 70 times). But he
also goes beyond grisly facts to address the larger moral and philosophical issues raised by his work. What are
the causes of war? Are human beings inherently violent? How can we ensure peace in our own time?
Challenging some of our most dearly held beliefs, Keeley's conclusions are bound to stir controversy.
Domestic Economies Sep 03 2020 In Domestic Economies, Susanna Rosenbaum examines how two groups of
women—Mexican and Central American domestic workers and the predominantly white, middle-class women
who employ them—seek to achieve the "American Dream." By juxtaposing their understandings and
experiences, she illustrates how immigrant and native-born women strive to reach that ideal, how each group
is indispensable to the other's quest, and what a vital role reproductive labor plays in this pursuit. Through indepth ethnographic research with these women at work, at home, and in the urban spaces of Los Angeles,
Rosenbaum positions domestic service as an intimate relationship that reveals two versions of female
personhood. Throughout, Rosenbaum underscores the extent to which the ideology of the American Dream is
racialized and gendered, exposing how the struggle for personal worth and social recognition is shaped at the
intersection of motherhood and paid employment.
The Better Angels of Our Nature Apr 10 2021 Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that
today's world is the most peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic
values that are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
Back and Bed Sep 15 2021 A synergy of physical, psychological, and physiological conditions affects the
mental and physical quality of sleep. Although much has been written about this issue, little has been founded
on actual research, until now. Back and Bed: Ergonomic Aspects of Sleeping is the first book to scientifically
attribute the relationship between ergonom

The Gebusi Apr 22 2022
Exchanging the Past Feb 08 2021 Twenty years ago, the Gebusi of the lowland Papua New Guinea rainforest
had one of the highest homicide rates in the world. Bruce M. Knauft found then that the killings stemmed from
violent scapegoating of suspected sorcerers. But by the time he returned in 1998, homicide rates had
plummeted, and Gebusi had largely disavowed vengeance against sorcerers in favor of modern schools,
discos, markets, and Christianity. In this book, Knauft explores the Gebusi's encounter with modern
institutions and highlights what their experience tells us more generally about the interaction between local
peoples and global forces. As desire for material goods grew among Gebusi, Knauft shows that they became
more accepting of and subordinated by Christian churches, community schools,and government officials in
their attempt to benefit from them—a process Knauft terms "recessive agency." But the Gebusi also respond
actively to modernity, creating new forms of feasting, performance, and music that meld traditional practices
with Western ones, all of which Knauft documents in this fascinating study.
Sounder Oct 16 2021 This powerful Newbery-winning classic tells the story of the great coon dog Sounder and
his family. An African American boy and his family rarely have enough to eat. Each night, the boy's father
takes their dog, Sounder, out to look for food. The man grows more desperate by the day. When food suddenly
appears on the table one morning, it seems like a blessing. But the sheriff and his deputies are not far behind.
The ever-loyal Sounder remains determined to help the family he loves as hard times bear down. This classic
novel shows the courage, love, and faith that bind a family together despite the racism and inhumanity they
face in the nineteenth-century deep South. Readers who enjoy timeless dog stories such as Old Yeller and
Where the Red Fern Grows will find much to love in Sounder, even as they read through tears at times.
Origins of Altruism and Cooperation Nov 17 2021 This book is about the evolution and nature of cooperation
and altruism in social-living animals, focusing especially on non-human primates and on humans. Although
cooperation and altruism are often thought of as ways to attenuate competition and aggression within groups,
or are related to the action of “selfish genes”, there is increasing evidence that these behaviors are the result
of biological mechanisms that have developed through natural selection in group-living species. This evidence
leads to the conclusion that cooperative and altruistic behavior are not just by-products of competition but are
rather the glue that underlies the ability for primates and humans to live in groups. The anthropological,
primatological, paleontological, behavioral, neurobiological, and psychological evidence provided in this book
gives a more optimistic view of human nature than the more popular, conventional view of humans being
naturally and basically aggressive and warlike. Although competition and aggression are recognized as an
important part of the non-human primate and human behavioral repertoire, the evidence from these fields
indicates that cooperation and altruism may represent the more typical, “normal”, and healthy behavioral
pattern. The book is intended both for the general reader and also for students at a variety of levels (graduate
and undergraduate): it aims to provide a compact, accessible, and up-to-date account of the current scholarly
advances and debates in this field of study, and it is designed to be used in teaching and in discussion groups.
The book derived from a conference sponsored by N.S.F., the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological
Research, the Washington University Committee for Ethics and Human Values, and the Anthropedia
Foundation for the study of well-being.
Tecpan Guatemala Sep 27 2022 This book discusses the indigenous people of Tecpan Guatemala, a
predominantly Kaqchikel Maya town in the Guatemalan highlands. It seeks to build on the traditional
strengths of ethnography while rejecting overly romantic and isolationist tendencies in the genre.
Gates of Fire Jan 19 2022 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “Steven Pressfield brings the battle of Thermopylae to
brilliant life.”—Pat Conroy At Thermopylae, a rocky mountain pass in northern Greece, the feared and admired
Spartan soldiers stood three hundred strong. Theirs was a suicide mission, to hold the pass against the
invading millions of the mighty Persian army. Day after bloody day they withstood the terrible onslaught,
buying time for the Greeks to rally their forces. Born into a cult of spiritual courage, physical endurance, and
unmatched battle skill, the Spartans would be remembered for the greatest military stand in history—one that
would not end until the rocks were awash with blood, leaving only one gravely injured Spartan squire to tell
the tale. . . .
The Narrow Corridor Mar 09 2021 "Why is it so difficult to develop and sustain liberal democracy? The best
recent work on this subject comes from a remarkable pair of scholars, Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson.
In their latest book, The Narrow Corridor, they have answered this question with great insight." -Fareed
Zakaria, The Washington Post From the authors of the international bestseller Why Nations Fail, a crucial new
big-picture framework that answers the question of how liberty flourishes in some states but falls to
authoritarianism or anarchy in others--and explains how it can continue to thrive despite new threats. In Why
Nations Fail, Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson argued that countries rise and fall based not on culture,
geography, or chance, but on the power of their institutions. In their new book, they build a new theory about
liberty and how to achieve it, drawing a wealth of evidence from both current affairs and disparate threads of
world history. Liberty is hardly the "natural" order of things. In most places and at most times, the strong
have dominated the weak and human freedom has been quashed by force or by customs and norms. Either
states have been too weak to protect individuals from these threats, or states have been too strong for people
to protect themselves from despotism. Liberty emerges only when a delicate and precarious balance is struck
between state and society. There is a Western myth that political liberty is a durable construct, arrived at by a
process of "enlightenment." This static view is a fantasy, the authors argue. In reality, the corridor to liberty is
narrow and stays open only via a fundamental and incessant struggle between state and society: The authors
look to the American Civil Rights Movement, Europe’s early and recent history, the Zapotec civilization circa
500 BCE, and Lagos’s efforts to uproot corruption and institute government accountability to illustrate what it
takes to get and stay in the corridor. But they also examine Chinese imperial history, colonialism in the Pacific,
India’s caste system, Saudi Arabia’s suffocating cage of norms, and the “Paper Leviathan” of many Latin

American and African nations to show how countries can drift away from it, and explain the feedback loops
that make liberty harder to achieve. Today we are in the midst of a time of wrenching destabilization. We need
liberty more than ever, and yet the corridor to liberty is becoming narrower and more treacherous. The danger
on the horizon is not "just" the loss of our political freedom, however grim that is in itself; it is also the
disintegration of the prosperity and safety that critically depend on liberty. The opposite of the corridor of
liberty is the road to ruin.
Laughter Out of Place Aug 14 2021 Drawing on the author's experience in Brazil, this text provides a portrait
of everyday life among the women of the favelas - a portrait that challenges much of what we think we know
about the 'culture of poverty'. It helps us understand the nature of joking and laughter in the shantytown.
Why Good is Good Jan 27 2020 Where do our moral beliefs come from? Theologians and scientists provide
often conflicting answers. Robert Hinde resolves these conflicts to offer a groundbreaking, multidisciplinary
response, drawing on psychology, philosophy, evolutionary biology and social anthropology. Hinde argues that
understanding the origins of our morality can clarify the debates surrounding contemporary ethical dilemmas
such as genetic modification, increasing consumerism and globalisation. Well-chosen examples and helpful
summaries make this an accessible volume for students, professionals and others interested in contemporary
and historical ethics.
An Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology Jul 01 2020 An Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology
exposes students to the cultural detail and personal experiences that lie in the anthropological record and
extends their anthropological understanding to contemporary issues. The book is divided into three parts that
focus on the main themes of the discipline: ecological adaptations, structural arrangements, and interpretive
meanings. Each chapter provides an overview of a particular topic and then presents two case examples that
illuminate the range of variation in traditional and contemporary societies. New case examples include
herders’ climate change adaptations in the Arctic, matrilineal Muslims in Indonesia, Google’s AI winning the
Asian game Go, mass migration in China, cross-cultural differences in the use of social media, and the North
American response to the Syrian refugee crisis. Instructors will also have digital access to all the book’s
illustrations for class review. Covering the full range of sociocultural anthropology in a compact approach, this
revised and updated edition of Cultural Anthropology: Adaptations, Structures, Meanings is a holistic,
accessible, and socially relevant guide to the discipline for students at all levels.
Ethnography and Virtual Worlds Apr 29 2020 This title provides practical and detailed techniques for
ethnographic research customized to reflect the specific issues of online virutal worlds, both game and
nongame.
Authenticity and Authorship in Pacific Island Encounters Dec 26 2019 The insular Pacific is a region saturated
with great cultural diversity and poignant memories of colonial and Christian intrusion. Considering
authenticity and authorship in the area, this book looks at how these ideas have manifested themselves in
Pacific peoples and cultures. Through six rich complementary case studies, a theoretical introduction, and a
critical afterword, this volume explores authenticity and authorship as “traveling concepts.” The book reveals
diverse and surprising outcomes which shed light on how Pacific identity has changed from the past to the
present.
The Secret of Our Success Oct 04 2020 How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper
Humans are a puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing to
overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other
hand, human groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex institutions
that have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse environments. What has enabled us
to dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone individuals?
This book shows that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our collective
brains—on the ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from one another over generations.
Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific
findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our collective brains have
propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for learning from others
produced many cultural innovations, such as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile
weapons, which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and
psychology in crucial ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts,
such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while also creating the institutions that continue to alter our
motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably interwoven with
cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary evolutionary
trajectory. Tracking clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the
evolution of both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our
species' immense success and the origins of human uniqueness.
Cultural Anthropology Feb 20 2022 Covering the essential concepts that drive cultural anthropology today,
Ken Guest’s Cultural Anthropology: A Toolkit for a Global Age shows students that now, more than ever, global
forces affect local culture and that the tools of cultural anthropology are essential to living in a global society.
A “toolkit” approach encourages students to pay attention to big questions raised by anthropologists, offers
study tools to remind readers what concepts are important, and shows them why it all matters in the real
world.
Nest in the Wind Feb 26 2020 During her first visit to the beautiful island of Pohnpei in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean, anthropologist Martha Ward discovered people who grew quarter-ton yams in secret and
ritually shared a powerful drink called kava. She managed a medical research project, ate dog, became
pregnant, and responded to spells placed on her. Thirty years later she returned to Pohnpei to learn what had
happened there since her first visit. Were islanders still relaxed and casual about sex? Were they still

obsessed with titles and social rank? Was the island still lush and beautiful? Had the inhabitants remained
healthy? This second edition of Wards best-selling account is a rare, longitudinal study that tracks people,
processes, and a place through decades of change. It is also an intimate record of doing fieldwork that
immerses readers in the sights, smells, tastes, sounds, and the sensory richness of Pohnpei. Ward addresses
the ageless ethnographic questions about family life, politics, religion, traditional medicine, magic, and death
together with contemporary concerns about postcolonial survival, the discontinuities of culture, and
adaptation to the demands of a global age. Her insightful discoveries illuminate the evolution of a culture
possibly distant from yet important to people living in other parts of the world.
The Pursuit of Happiness Dec 18 2021 In The Pursuit of Happiness Bianca C. Williams traces the experiences
of African American women as they travel to Jamaica, where they address the perils and disappointments of
American racism by looking for intimacy, happiness, and a connection to their racial identities. Through their
encounters with Jamaican online communities and their participation in trips organized by Girlfriend Tours
International, the women construct notions of racial, sexual, and emotional belonging by forming relationships
with Jamaican men and other "girlfriends." These relationships allow the women to exercise agency and find
happiness in ways that resist the damaging intersections of racism and patriarchy in the United States.
However, while the women require a spiritual and virtual connection to Jamaica in order to live happily in the
United States, their notion of happiness relies on travel, which requires leveraging their national privilege as
American citizens. Williams's theorization of "emotional transnationalism" and the construction of affect
across diasporic distance attends to the connections between race, gender, and affect while highlighting how
affective relationships mark nationalized and gendered power differentials within the African diaspora.
'Being Alive Well' Jun 12 2021 'Being Alive Well': Health and the Politics of Cree Well-Being is a critical medical
anthropological analysis of health theory in the social sciences with specific reference to the James Bay Cree
of northern Quebec. In it the author argues that definitions of health are not simply reflections of
physiological soundness but convey broader cultural and political realities. The book begins with a treatise on
the study of health in the social sciences and a call for a broader understanding of the cultural parameters of
any definition of health. Following a chapter that outlines the history of the Whapmagoostui (Great Whale
River) region and the people, Adelson presents the underlying symbolic foundations of a Cree concept of
health, or miyupimaatisiiun. The core of this book is an ethnographic study of the Whapmagoostui Cree and
their particular concept of "health" (miyupimaatisiiun or "being alive well"). That concept is mediated by
history, cultural practices, and the contemporary world of the Cree, including their fundamental concerns
about their land and culture. In the contemporary context, health – or more specifically, "being alive well" – for
the Cree of Great Whale is an intimate fusion of social, political, and personal well-being, thus linking
individual bodies to a larger socio-political reality.
War, Peace, and Human Nature Jun 24 2022 "The chapters in this book [posit] that humans clearly have the
capacity to make war, but since war is absent in some cultures, it cannot be viewed as a human universal. And
counter to frequent presumption, the actual archaeological record reveals the recent emergence of war. It
does not typify the ancestral type of human society, the nomadic forager band, and contrary to widespread
assumptions, there is little support for the idea that war is ancient or an evolved adaptation. Views of human
nature as inherently warlike stem not from the facts but from cultural views embedded in Western
thinking"--Amazon.com.
Killing the Competition Aug 22 2019 Criminologists have known for decades that income inequality is the best
predictor of the local homicide rate, but why this is so has eluded them. There is a simple, compelling answer:
most homicides are the denouements of competitive interactions between men. Relatively speaking, where
desired goods are distributed inequitably and competition for those goods is severe, dangerous tactics of
competition are appealing and a high homicide rate is just one of many unfortunate consequences. Killing the
Competition is about this relationship between economic inequality and lethal interpersonal
violence.Suggesting that economic inequality is a cause of social problems and violence elicits fierce
opposition from inequality's beneficiaries. Three main arguments have been presented by those who would
acquit inequality of the charges against it: that "absolute" poverty is the real problem and inequality is just an
incidental correlate; that "primitive" egalitarian societies have surprisingly high homicide rates, and that
inequality and homicide rates do not change in synchrony and are therefore mutually irrelevant. With detailed
but accessible data analyses and thorough reviews of relevant research, Martin Daly dispels all three
arguments.Killing the Competition applies basic principles of behavioural biology to explain why killers are
usually men, not women, and counters the view that attitudes and values prevailing in "cultures of violence"
make change impossible.
Critically Modern May 23 2022 "Critically Modern makes a critical intervention in one of the great debates of
the moment. It offers a variety of rich and fascinating empirical analyses of 'modern' phenomena from diverse
societies, and contributes a powerful (and largely missing) voice to the growing literature on globalization and
modernity outside anthropology." —Charles Piot "In these essays theory and ethnography are presented in
ways that make them mutually enriching. The volume should appeal to scholars across the entire range of
disciplines that deal with modernity and/or globalization." —Edward LiPuma Are there multiple ways of being
"modern" in the world today? How do people in various parts of the world become modern in their own distinct
ways? Does the current focus on modernity in the social sciences resurrect a series of dichotomies
("traditional" and "modern," "the West" and "the Rest," "developed" and "undeveloped") that social theorists
have sought to move beyond in recent years? Or do inflections of modernity capture key features of ideology
and influence in the contemporary world? Combining rich ethnographic analysis with incisive theoretical
critiques, this timely volume is certain to make an important mark in anthropology and in all related fields in
which modernity is a central problematic. Contributors: Donald L. Donham, Robert J. Foster, Jonathan
Friedman, Ivan Karp, John D. Kelly, Bruce M. Knauft, Lisa B. Rofel, Debra A. Spitulnik, Michel-Rolph Trouillot,

and Holly Wardlow.
Bodies and Persons Dec 06 2020 Large-scale comparisons are out of fashion in anthropology, but this book
suggests a bold comparative approach to broad cultural differences between Africa and Melanesia. Its theme
is personhood, which is understood in terms of what anthropologists call 'embodiment'. These concepts are
applied to questions ranging from the meanings of spirit possession, to the logics of witchcraft and kinship
relations, the use of rituals to heal the sick, 'electric vampires', and even the impact of capitalism. There are
detailed ethnographic analyses, and suggestive comparisons of classic African and Melanesian ethnographic
cases, such as the Nuer and the Melpa. The contributors debate alternative strategies for cross-cultural
comparison, and demonstrate that there is a surprising range of continuities, putting in question common
assumptions about the huge differences between these two parts of the world.
Supernatural and Natural Selection May 31 2020 Spanning many different epochs and varieties of religious
experience, this book develops a new approach to religion and its role in human history. The authors look
across a range of religious phenomena-from ancestor worship to totemism, shamanism, and worldwide
modern religions-to offer a new explanation of the evolutionary success of religious behaviors. Their book is
more empirical and verifiable than most previous books on evolution and religion because they develop an
approach that removes guesswork about beliefs in the supernatural, focusing instead on the behaviors of
individuals. The result is a pioneering look at how and why natural selection has favored religious behaviors
throughout history.
Abolition of Feudalism Jan 07 2021
Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy May 11 2021 How modern philosophers use and perpetuate
myths about prehistoryThe state of nature, the origin of property, the origin of government, the primordial
nature of inequality and war why do political philosophers talk so much about the Stone Age? And are they
talking about a Stone Age that really happened, or is it just a convenient thought experiment to illustrate their
points?Karl Widerquist and Grant S. McCall take a philosophical look at the origin of civilisation, examining
political theories to show how claims about prehistory are used. Drawing on the best available evidence from
archaeology and anthropology, they show that much of what we think we know about human origins comes
from philosophers imagination, not scientific investigation.Key FeaturesShows how modern political theories
employ ambiguous factual claims about prehistoryBrings archaeological and anthropological evidence to bear
on those claimsTells the story of human origins in a way that reveals many commonly held misconceptions
Religions in Practice Sep 22 2019 Examines religious practices from an anthropological perspective Religions
in Practice, 6/e, offers an issues-oriented perspective on everyday religious behaviors – prayer, sacrifice,
initiation, healing, etc. – by focusing on such topics as transnationalism, gender, and religious laws. The text
examines a full spectrum of religions, from small-scale societies to major, established religions. The in-depth
treatment of Islam, Hinduism, and Christianity is particularly noteworthy and easily supplemented with field
projects directly related to the text.
A Farewell to Alms Jul 13 2021 Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the
Industrial Revolution--and the unprecedented economic growth that came with it--occur in eighteenth-century
England, and not at some other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole
world rich--and why did it make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark
tackles these profound questions and suggests a new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation,
geography, or resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations. Countering the prevailing theory
that the Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of stable political, legal, and economic
institutions in seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such institutions existed long before
industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions gradually led to deep cultural changes by
encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience, and economy of effort-and
adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education. The problem, Clark says, is that only societies
that have long histories of settlement and security seem to develop the cultural characteristics and effective
workforces that enable economic growth. For the many societies that have not enjoyed long periods of
stability, industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark also dissects the notion, championed by Jared
Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural endowments such as geography account for differences in
the wealth of nations. A brilliant and sobering challenge to the idea that poor societies can be economically
developed through outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic history is
understood.
Yabar Nov 24 2019 This book analyses the dual alienations of a coastal group rural men, the Murik of Papua
New Guinea. David Lipset argues that Murik men engage in a Bakhtinian dialogue: voicing their alienation
from both their own, indigenous masculinity, as well as from the postcolonial modernity in which they find
themselves adrift. Lipset analyses young men’s elusive expressions of desire in courtship narratives,
marijuana discourse, and mobile phone use—in which generational tensions play out together with their
disaffection from the state. He also borrows from Lacanian psychoanalysis in discussing how men’s dialogue of
dual alienation appears in folk theater, in material substitutions—most notably, in the replacement of
outrigger canoes by fiberglass boats—as well as in rising sea-levels, and the looming possibility of
resettlement.
Moroccan Households in the World Economy Mar 21 2022 In the High Atlas Mountains of Morocco, far from the
hustle and noise of urban centers, lies a village made of mud and rock, barely discernible from the
surrounding landscape. Yet a closer look reveals a carefully planned community of homes nestled above the
trees, where rock slides are least frequent, and steep terraces of barley fields situated just above spring flood
level. The Berber-speaking Muslims who live and farm on these precipitous mountainsides work together at
the arduous task of irrigating the fields during the dry season, continuing a long tradition of managing land,
labor, and other essential resources collectively. In Moroccan Households in the World Economy, David

Crawford provides a detailed study of the rhythms of highland Berber life, from the daily routines of making a
living in such a demanding environment to the relationships between individuals, the community, and the
national economy. Demonstrating a remarkably complete understanding of every household and person in the
village, Crawford traces the intricacies of cooperation between households over time. Employing a calculus
known as "arranging the bones," villagers attempt to balance inequality over the long term by accounting for
fluctuations in the needs and capacities of each person, household, and family at different stages in its
history. Tradition dictates that children "owe" labor to their parents and grandparents as long as they live,
and fathers decide when and where the children in their household work. Some may be asked to work for
distant religious lodges or urban relatives they haven't met because of a promise made by long-dead
ancestors. Others must migrate to cities to work as wage laborers and send their earnings home to support
their rural households. While men and women leave their community to work, Morocco and the wider world
come to the village in the form of administrators, development agents, and those representing commercial
interests, all with their own agendas and senses of time. Integrating a classic village-level study that
nevertheless engages with the realities of contemporary migration, Crawford succinctly summarizes common
perceptions and misperceptions about the community while providing a salient critique of the global
expansion of capital. In this beautifully observed ethnography, Crawford challenges assumptions about how
Western economic processes transfer to other contexts and pulls the reader into an exotic world of smokefilled kitchens, dirt-floored rooms, and communal rooftop meals -- a world every bit as fascinating as it is
instructive.
The Gebusi Aug 26 2022 This version of The Gebusi is different enough from previous editions to be not just
an updated but a significantly reframed work in relation to front-burner issues in cultural anthropology. These
include reflexive awareness in ethnographic writing; gender relations and the subordination of women;
postcoloniality; race and ethnicity; and the challenges of government and corruption. Based on fieldwork in
2016 and 2017, this latest edition of The Gebusi blends many new developments with those of the past.
Poignant descriptions and reflections by young French cofieldworker Anne-Sylvie Malbrancke complement
Knauft’s main account—and provide a rich dialogue across subject position and gender in ethnographic
writing. In the mix, this vibrant work powerfully documents and critically analyzes key new developments
among Gebusi. As such, The Gebusi, Fifth Edition brings the book’s compelling story forward while enriching
the content structure and engaged portrayals of earlier editions. In addition to online field video resources,
four instructor presentations, and other study materials and resources, the book itself includes 90
photographs—all in color in the e-book edition—that dramatically convey incidents and people portrayed.
The Anthropology of Morality in Melanesia and Beyond Jun 19 2019 The Anthropology of Morality in Melanesia
and Beyond examines how Melanesians experience and deal with moral dilemmas and challenges. Taking
Kenelm Burridge’s seminal work as their starting point, the contributors focus upon public situations and
types of people that exemplify key ethical contradictions for members of moral communities. While returning
to some classical concerns, such as the roles of big men and sorcerers, the book opens new territory with
richly textured ethnographic studies and theoretical reviews that explore the interface between the values
associated with indigenous village life and the ethical orientations associated with Christianity, the state, the
marketplace, and other facets of ’modernity'. A major contribution to the emerging field of the anthropology
of morality, the volume includes some of the most prominent scholars working in the discipline today,
including Bruce Knauft, Joel Robbins, F.G. Bailey, Deborah Gewertz and Frederick Errington.
Why Do We Do What We Do? Mar 29 2020 Why we do what we do is a matter of great interest to everyone,
and everyone seems to have had their say about it – philosophers, sociologists, anthropologists,
psychologists, economists, and historians perhaps the most, case by case. Occasionally the specialists have
offered their ideas to a general readership, but mostly they prefer to speak to and with their fellows in their
particular disciplines. To evaluate and compare their findings in a cross-disciplinary way is now for the first
time attempted, by Ramsay MacMullen. Emeritus history professor from Yale University, he is the recipient of
various academic awards, including a lifetime Award for Scholarly Distinction from the American Historical
Association
Approaches to the World Nov 05 2020 Als Antwort auf die Kritik des methodologischen Ethnozentrismus
entwickelt Lindemann eine neue allgemeinen Sozialtheorie, die sozio-kulturelle Differenzen detailliert zu
analysieren vermag. Soziale Ordnung wird dabei als eine symbolisch vermittelte, raum-zeitlich verfasste
Ordnung verstanden, die durch eine Ordnung der Gewalt integriert wird. Mit diesem Ansatz verbindet
Lindemann drei relevante Diskursstränge der letzten Jahrzehnten: Erstens, die Debatten um die Notwendigkeit
theoretischer Neuorientierungen, wie den linguistic turn, den body und spatial turn usw., zweitens, die
Debatten um den Status nichtmenschlicher Akteure bzw. um die Grenzen der Sozialwelt sowie drittens, die
Debatten um die Bedeutung von Gewalt für soziale Ordnungsbildung.
Exchanging the Past Oct 24 2019 Twenty years ago, the Gebusi of the lowland Papua New Guinea rainforest
had one of the highest homicide rates in the world. Bruce M. Knauft found then that the killings stemmed from
violent scapegoating of suspected sorcerers. But by the time he returned in 1998, homicide rates had
plummeted, and Gebusi had largely disavowed vengeance against sorcerers in favor of modern schools,
discos, markets, and Christianity. In this book, Knauft explores the Gebusi's encounter with modern
institutions and highlights what their experience tells us more generally about the interaction between local
peoples and global forces. As desire for material goods grew among Gebusi, Knauft shows that they became
more accepting of and subordinated by Christian churches, community schools,and government officials in
their attempt to benefit from them—a process Knauft terms "recessive agency." But the Gebusi also respond
actively to modernity, creating new forms of feasting, performance, and music that meld traditional practices
with Western ones, all of which Knauft documents in this fascinating study.
What Technology Wants Aug 02 2020 From the author of the New York Times bestseller The Inevitable— a

sweeping vision of technology as a living force that can expand our individual potential In this provocative
book, one of today's most respected thinkers turns the conversation about technology on its head by viewing
technology as a natural system, an extension of biological evolution. By mapping the behavior of life, we
paradoxically get a glimpse at where technology is headed-or "what it wants." Kevin Kelly offers a dozen
trajectories in the coming decades for this near-living system. And as we align ourselves with technology's
agenda, we can capture its colossal potential. This visionary and optimistic book explores how technology
gives our lives greater meaning and is a must-read for anyone curious about the future.
The Emotional Life of Nations Jul 21 2019
The Gebusi Oct 28 2022 One of the most popular anthropological case studies published in the last two
decades, the latest edition of The Gebusi incorporates important new fieldwork, bringing ethnographic
excellence and a riveting story fully up to date. Readers are welcomed into the lives of Papua New Guinea
rainforest dwellers to witness a dramatic arc of cultural change and human transformation. When Knauft first
studied them, Gebusi practiced powerful spirit séances and sorcery divinations, held resplendent initiations
that included distinctive sexual customs, and endured high rates of violence. Sixteen years later, he found
them participating in market activity, schooling, government programs, and sports; performing their own
popular music; and practicing Christianity. More recently, Gebusi have been battered by economic hardship
and withdrawal of government services—but have admirably revitalized their culture and livelihood. Sustained
by traditions, access to land and waterways, and a keen sense of humor and vitality, Gebusi exhibit resilience
and dignity amid conditions of continuing uncertainty and change. An absorbing, well-written, and humanistic
account based on profound scholarship, The Gebusi, 4/E includes end-of-chapter “Broader Connections” that
link Gebusi experiences to major anthropological topics—subsistence, kinship and marriage, politics, religion,
gender and sexuality, ethnicity, nationalism, modernity, and the ethics of engaged and applied anthropology.
A stunning full-color photo insert accentuates Knauft’s absorbing narrative. Callouts to instructional videos
recorded with Gebusi and to an extensive online image bank on the author’s website further enrich the
ethnography.
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